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Stoke sub Hamdon Band 
present 

Christmas Concert 
Saturday 7th December 

Memorial Hall 
Stoke sub Hamdon  

at 7:30pm then 
Carols on the Hill 

Prince of Wales at 2pm 
Saturday 14th December 

The Odcombe Carols will be sung 
around the village on 22nd and 
23rd December. Listen out for us 
from 6pm. 
Odcombe has its own set of carols, 
which have been sung for about 
170 years. Very few places in the 
UK have a living tradition like this, 
and Odcombe is the only one that 
still calls door to door. 
Want to help keep this special  
tradition going in the 21st Century? 
Join our rehearsals in the Church at 
7pm on Monday 2nd, 9th and 16th. 
Everyone is welcome! 

ODCOMBE MOVIE NIGHT 
Swede Caroline (15)   1h 38m 
The competitive giant vegetable 
growing world is rocked by 
scandal when up-and-coming 
prospect    Caroline has her 
prized marrow plants stolen. 
Monday 9th Dec. at 7:30pm 
Village Hall doors open at 
7:00pm 
Tickets: £5.00 in advance,    
£6.00 on the door 
E: odcombemovies@gmail.com 
or phone Denise: 07843 973561 
for tickets and payment details. 
Refreshments / Bar, and      
something Christmassy will be 
available. 

Martock and District u3a  
Wednesday 11th December- 2.15pm 
for 2.35 start, The Parish Hall Martock:     
Christmas event, Greg Beedle –             
Whitty Ditties, Quiz. All who have time 
for themselves welcome to the event 
and to enjoy a chat over mince pies 
and mulled wine and to find out about 
the learning,   hobby and interest 
groups you can join through Martock & 
District u3a. For more information 
about Martock and District u3a: email: 
martocku3amembership@gmail.com    
telephone 07555 033027.                        
website www.u3a.org.uk 

MONTACUTE WI 
Annual Carol Service at Wells 
Cathedral 
11 December 2024 
Bus £13.50 programme for     
service £1.50. Total £15.00. 
Prices held at the same price as 
last year. 
If you don’t want to attend the 
service come and have a wander 
round the town for the day. 
Please contact 
Lucie on montwisec@gmail.com  

mailto:odcombemovies@gmail.com
mailto:montwisec@gmail.com
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The VILLAGE ARTISTS GROUP  
Are you looking for a challenge? Would you like 
to develop your artistic skills? Do you like  
drawing, colour, painting?  Come and join our 
group of   amateur artists and developing your 
talent in a supportive and friendly environment! 
We have  regular workshops led by local  
professional artists. 

 We meet at the Stoke Memorial Hall on  
Tuesday evenings 7.30 to 9:30 pm and Friday 
mornings 10.00 to 12.00 noon during school 
term time.   First visit FREE!  
Please contact Andrew 01935 823691              
SSHTheVillageArtistsGroup@gmail.com         
FB: Stoke Sub Hamdon The Village Artists 
Group.  

WEST AND MIDDLE  
CHINNOCK 

WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 
Formed 1949 

Think the WI is all just “Jam and 

Jerusalem”? Then think again! 

 If you would be interested in 

joining us please contact either: 

Lyn – 01935 881138  

e: lyn@threeways.me.uk 

Sue – 01935 882665  

e: sue.everest@sky.com 

 You will be sure to receive the 
friendliest of welcomes. 

Meetings are held in  

West & Middle Chinnock  

Village Hall  on the third  

Thursday of the month at 

6.45pm 

The Stoke sub Hamdon  
Gardening Club  

wishes everyone a Happy and Peaceful  
Christmas  

 

We don’t meet in December but would be  
delighted to see you at our January talk. 

sec.sshgardeningclub@gmail.com for details. 
Meetings:  fourth Wednesday of the month 

Venue:  The Memorial Hall,  
Stoke-sub-Hamdon.   7.15  for 7.30 p.m.  

Health Walks in Stoke-sub-Hamdon: 
December Health Walks. Note 16

th
 not 23

rd
 December 

Three walk levels with trained leaders. Start from Lighthouse Café. Dress 
for the weather, stout footwear. Well-behaved dogs on leads welcome. 
Refreshments in café after Monday walks. 
Tuesday 3rd: 5-6 miles, option of a pub lunch. Meet 9.50, walk 10am. 
Mondays 9th and

  
16th:  Make Every Step Count Start 9.30am, 40 mins on         

pavements   Medium 3- 4 miles 90 minutes, mixture of pavements / 
footpaths. Monday 9

th
 Meet 9.50 Walk 10am                                                                                                    

Monday 16
th

 Meet 10.50  Walk 11am Medium walk followed by Christmas          
refreshments.     Contact : Sue 07792311736 

mailto:SSHTheVillageArtistsGroup@gmail.com
mailto:lyn@threeways.me.uk
mailto:sue.everest@sky.com
mailto:sec.sshgardeningclub@gmail.com
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Ham Hill Update 

Rangers Update 
 

This month we’ve been carrying out lots of brush cutting along visitor routes, cutting 
back woody materials at the edges of paths. We also cleared around facilities such 
as gates and dog bins and gave the bins a good clean! Sadly we had to take down 
several diseased ash trees in different locations due to ash dieback. 
Ahead of the Remembrance Service 
on Sunday 10

th
 November we gave 

the area around the war memorial 
some TLC. 
We were joined this month by Yeovil 
College countryside students and 
hosted corporate team days for RNAS 
Yeovilton, the Hydrographic Office 
and teams from Somerset Council.  
The Dorset Dry Stone Walling Associ-
ation ventured over the county border 
to hold their AGM at Ham Hill and 
also helped out with an afternoon of 
walling! 
 

Wildlife 
Light levels are low and much 
of nature is ‘going to bed’ for 
the winter, but you can still 
spot some splashes of colour 
here. The hot pink and bright 
orange fruits of the spindle 
trees are very noticeable. 
Spindle is a little tree with 
bendy, green-tinged branches 
that tend to droop. It was once 
used to make ‘spindles’ for 
holding and spinning wool. 
 

Dorset Dry Stone Walling Association 

Spindle 
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Raking grass in the Flat Fields 

Other flashes of colour that you could 
see are the electric blue of a jay’s wing, 
or the bright red of a robin’s breast. Car-
rion crows and rooks seem to ‘dance’ as 
they fly together in circles above Butch-
er’s Field, making quite a racket! You 
can listen out for a variety of bird life in 
Horses Wood, and in Hedgecock Woods 
late in the day you might hear the atmos-
pheric calls of tawny owls. 
 

Our new Engagement Ranger Lucy is planning to put up a monthly sheet on the 
Rangers Office noticeboard, with nature highlights like these. Why not take a photo 
of the sheet? 
 

‘Uncovering Ham Hill’s past for its future’ project update 
The rangers have been clearing around the lime kiln heritage feature and the near-
by car park. We have improved access across the site for people with wheelchairs 
and trampers, starting with a site review involving Mobility South West. We flattened 
sections of path, lowering the gradient to make it easier for mobility aids, and in-
stalled boulders in places to make it clear which is the best route.  
The volunteers have been helping with rampart clearance, modernising the steps 
that lead towards Stoke-sub-Hamdon, creating a (people-)perching bench for a 
dragonfly scrape in Witcome Valley, raking on the meadows to improve the grass-
land habitat, and carrying out lots of scrub clearing! The dry stone wallers press on 
making progress restoring the iconic hamstone walls. 
 

Thank you to everyone including all of the groups that have worked 

up at Ham Hill this year.  

The Rangers and volunteers wish you all a very Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year! 
 

Events 
Friday 6

th
 December is a chance for the family to go stargazing at Ham Hill with as-

tronomer Adrian Dening. Hot drinks provided! £6 per adult, £3 per child payable in 
cash on the night. Booking by phone is essential: 07973 887129.  Meet at the 
Rangers Office 7pm. 

 

Eurasian Jay 

Monday  Walling Volunteers 
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Answers on page 28 
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Christmas 2024 
0  

Royal Mail last recommended  
posting dates for UK addresses: 

 
2nd Class  
Wednesday 18 December 
 
2nd Class Signed For  
Wednesday 18 December 
 
1st Class  
Friday 20 December 
 
1st Class Signed For  
Friday 20 December 
 
Royal Mail Tracked 48 
Friday 20 December 
 
Royal Mail Tracked 24 
Saturday 21 December 
 
Special Delivery Guaranteed  
Monday 23 December 
 

Information correct at time of going to press 
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Every row, column and mini-grid 

must contain the letters   

S L E I G H  

Christmas Sudoku 
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Crewkerne And District  
Astronomical Society 

Next CADAS Meeting – 18th December 

Norton-Sub-Hamdon Village Hall 7.30pm 

www.cadas.net 
 

CADAS is the local astronomical society. We meet on the 3rd Wednesday 

of the month at 7.30pm. The meetings are open to everyone. 
Member short talks & social evenings 

Members will give short talks and there will be a social element to the evening.  

January Meeting. 

January 15th Please come along for a new year meeting. 
 

December Sky guide - Moon Phases 

 
 

Conjunctions 

On the 5th December the Moon and Venus will very low in the South West. If you look 

for them after 5.00pm you may catch a glimpse of the Venus and a 20% lit Moon. 

Please wait until the Sun has set for your own safety. 
 

On the 8thth December the Moon is close to Saturn. They will be visible all evening. 
 

On the 13th December the Moon is very close to the bright star called the Pleiades, it 

will be closest at around 5.30pm and on the 14th December the Moon is close to Ju-

piter 
 

On the 17th December the Moon is between Mars and the bright star Pollux. They will 

form a straight line. On the 18th the Moon will pass in front of (occult) Mars. Mars will 

disappear behind the bright edge (limb) of 

the Moon and re-appear on the dark edge. 

The event will star at 9.26am and will end at 

10.17am.  
 

On the 20th December the Moon is close to 

the bright star Regulus in Leo.  
 

The winter Milky Way is well positioned and 

with binoculars will show many star clusters. 
 

The image is a wide angled photo of  

Comet C/2023 A3 (Tsuchinshan-ATLAS).  

New Moon 1st Quarter Full Moon Last Quarter 

1st & 30th December 8th December 15th December 22nd December 
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And now...Wrapping up this series all about 
using small spaces to grow food to eat... 

 

Still sowing in December! 

It’s difficult to grow much outside in   
December without a greenhouse, so 
make use of your window sills. 
0 
You can sow onion seeds now in trays 
of seed compost. The seeds are small, 
but try to space them at 1cm intervals  
so they are easier to tease apart as they 
grow. Lightly cover with compost and 
keep moist, but not waterlogged. 
When the seedlings are a few inches 
tall, prick them out and transplant into 
modules of fresh compost. Once       
established, harden off and transplant 
seedlings into the garden 10-15cm 
apart. 
The onions will be ready to harvest in 
late summer, when the leaves turn    
yellow and the stem bends over. 
0 
Window sills can also be used to grow 
herbs, sprouting beans and micro 
greens. 
0 
On dry days, check over your veggie 
patch & pots etc, keep on top of weeds 
and ensure perennials are protected. 

 

Wet weather tasks are organising 
seeds, reordering favourites and  
planning next years growing! 
Which leaves me wishing you all a 
fruitful (and vegetable-full!) 2025. 
t 
 Claire Ashton 
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Answers from page 17, 22 and 26 

Word Sudoku 

28 

Spot the Differences 

missing star, different coloured star, 
snowman’s glove colour, missing   
button on snowman, colour of patch 
on sack, missing top present, missing 
shadow, tooth missing in mouth,   
different coloured band in sky,        
colour of snowman's hat. 

Word Mix Up  
 

1. Tree 

2. Angel 

3. Present 

4. Reindeer 

5. Bethlehem, 

6. Star 
 

Extra letter answer:  

Rudolf           

SLEIGH 
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Published by Ruth Chant,  

21 Castle Street, Stoke-sub-Hamdon, TA14 6RE    Tel: 01935 824072   

email: info@thehambook.co.uk    www. thehambook.co.uk   

The Hambook is not responsible for the content of any advert or material on websites advertised within the magazine. 

Alterations (Clothing) 
Oli’s Alterations 
Art Centre 
The David Hall 
Bathrooms 
Beales 
Beauty 
Vicky’s Beauty Box 
Boiler Servicing 
Sureheat Solutions 
Builders  

Beales 
Building Supplies 
CRS 
Carpenter 
DRA Woodwork 
Carpet Cleaning 
WillClean 
Carpet  Fitting 
Steve Deane 
Catering 
Dorset Delights  
Compost 
Chedington Compost 
Computer Help 
GEM Home Computing 
Computer Repairs 
GEM Home Computing 
Curtains and Blinds 
Drapes Direct 
Drives and Patios 
James Down 
Electricians 
KS Electric 
Events 
Haynes Motor Museum  
National Trust 
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Fencing 
ARB Tree& Garden Services 
The Fencing & Gate Co.  
Flooring 
Steve Deane 
Financial Services 
Roff Financial 
Simply Advice 
Funeral Directors 
Stoodley & Son 
Stuart Foster Funeral Services 

Furniture Makers 
DRA Woodwork 
Furniture Restoration (Antique) 
Reed Restoration 
Gardener 
Chris Kemp 
Hairdresser 
Lisa Smith Hair 
The Hair Loft 
Handyman Services 
Chris Kemp 
Hard Landscaping 
James Down 
Heating Oil 
Northover Energy 
Hedge Cutting 
ARB Tree & Garden Services 
Holiday Cottage  
Bluebell Cottage 
Kitchens 
AP Kitchens 
Kitchen Kind 
Logs 
Kevin England 
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Oil Tank Installations 
Northover Energy 
Oven Cleaning 
Oven Gleamers 
Pest Control 
Pegasus 
Plumbing & Heating 
Beales 

Sureheat Solutions 

Printing Services 
Wincanton Print 
Pubs 
The Phelips Arms 
The Prince of Wales 
Roofing 
Parks Roofing 
Social Club 
Stoke Club 
Stone Works 
James Down 
Wills Walls 
Taxi 
Freeway Taxis 
Tree Services 
ARB Tree & Garden Services 
TV Aerials & Satellites 
Sherborne Aerials 
Upholstery Cleaning 
WillClean 
Vets 
Isle Valley Vets 
Minster Veterinary Surgery 

Village Shop 
Stoke Community Shop 
Wood Restoration 
Reed Restoration 
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