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South Petherton  
Community Land Trust (SPCLT) 
 

At this time of year, the CLT would nor-
mally be planning and holding an Annual 
General Meeting. However,  
we still do not know when it might be 
appropriate to hold a venue based AGM, 
and are therefore proposing to provide 
the relevant materials directly to Mem-
bers by e-mail and/or delivery, as we did 
last year.  
We have considered trying to hold an 
AGM using Zoom, or another web based 
method, but don't feel  
confident that we could achieve this ef-
fectively, and we know that many Mem-
bers are not familiar with such methods. 
 

It has been a very quiet year for the CLT, 
as the Accounts and Annual  
Report will show, with very little  
activity due to lockdown. 
 

We hope our Members will  
understand and support this  
approach. If any wish to discuss it, please 
feel free to contact either  
Bryan Chitty (Chairman) on 01460 
419834 , or Paul Smith (Treasurer)  
on 01460 241526.  
We hope to circulate the accounts and 
annual report before the end of June 
2021. 

http://www.st-margarets-hospice.org.uk/visit-glorious-gardens
http://www.st-margarets-hospice.org.uk/visit-glorious-gardens
http://gmail.com/
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Moish Sokal’s 26th annual summer        

exhibition, entitled SAFARI, will be held at 

the Malthouse Gallery at East Lambrook 

Manor Gardens, South Petherton,         

Somerset TA13 5HH 
 

Watercolour artist and traveller Moish Sokal had a lifelong dream of visiting Africa 

and he found it as exciting as he had expected. Heading initially to the Kruger Na-

tional Park he was rubbing his eyes in disbelief to see impalas, zebras a few hundred 

yards in, followed by an elephant grazing peacefully right beside the road. He and 

his assistant were both excitedly taking photos in case this dream would end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 
 

In fact it was just the start as they continued their safari drives along dusty tracks.  

Sokal’s excitement is still clear. “I had most magical encounters with rhinos, sleeping 

lions, wrestling giraffes, sparring elephants and even a brief glimpse of an elusive 

cheetah stalking its prey. Every evening in the camp we would recount all the ani-

mals we had seen and leaf through hundreds of photos               

River safaris brought more wonders, revealing an exceptional array of birds along the 

riverbank – yellow weaver birds with their hanging nests, kingfishers, hornbills and a 

giant footed African jacana walking effortlessly on the waterlily leaves. However not 

all the wildlife was so pretty with his boat avoiding grumpy pods of hippos sparring, 

showing their huge teeth and crocodiles basking in the sun on the bank where they 

blended so perfectly.  
   9   
The most surprising encounter came on land one evening. “In one river town on my 

way back from dinner a family of huge hippos crossed in front of my car on its way to 

graze. I was glad I hadn’t decided to walk to the restaurant!” Sokal recalls.  
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Next stop was at the majestic Victoria Falls on the way to Botswana and the Chobe 

river National Park. Home of the densest concentration of wildlife in the country Sokal 

hired a SUV and headed into the park, ignoring a park official’s dubious glance at 

the vehicle (‘it’s been raining, there are puddles’). “Soon, my vehicle stuck in a huge 

puddle right up to the bonnet, I found myself face to face with this old lone and 

grumpy buffalo whose kingdom I dared to invade.  Luckily the engine re started and 

I reversed carefully out of this puddle, promising myself that from now on I would stick 

to organized safari trips only!” 

          

Sokal continues “The safari trips in Botswana were a true ‘off the beaten track’ wild-

life adventure. Watching these skilful drivers dodging the treacherous terrain yet 

keeping a keen eye animal spotting proved how silly I was trying to self-drive in this 

totally alien environment.  I saw a pack of rare wild dogs setting off to hunt, vultures 

perched on a dead tree waiting their turn to gorge on a buffalo carcass, crocodiles 

soaking up the sun on the river bank just 6 feet away from our boat, giraffes and hip-

pos, whilst huge herds of elephants grazed the river grass in the background.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Africa and its wildlife has inspired Sokal to 

make a stunning series of paintings which 

form the body of this exhibition and this was 

due to be shown last year in his exhibition 

that was cancelled. However, he has not 

only added more to this body of African-

inspired work but also has painted a series inspired by his lockdown walks from winter 

into spring around his lovely Somerset village.  

 

‘Safari’ will be in the Malthouse Gallery, set in beautiful East Lambrook Manor  

Gardens for Sokal’s 26th annual exhibition, but also, in a major innovation, also  

simultaneously online for those of his fans unable to visit the gallery , please log on        

www.moishsokal.co.uk 
Saturday 5th June – Saturday 17th July, Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 5pm.    

(Closed Sundays and Mondays) Entry to the exhibition is free and you can visit 

without booking and paying to see the gardens. The Gardens and the  

Malthouse Gallery are COVID safe.  

 

http://www.moishsokal.co.uk
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Roundwell Street, South Petherton, Somerset TA13 5AA 
 

Details of  all events  can be found on the website www.thedavidhall.org.uk  
and tickets can be purchased on-line or by calling 01460 240 340.  Full information  

about safety procedures and audience requirements is also on the website. 
 

DOUBLE-PERFORMANCE EVENTS IN JUNE AT THE DAVID HALL 

In June, The David Hall in South Petherton will 
be opening its doors to welcome three quite 
different events – and on each occasion there 
will be two performances, with time in  
between for the venue to be cleaned if  
required by government regulations. “We are 
doing everything necessary to ensure the  
safety of our patrons and will implement 
whatever measures are needed so that  
audience members feel totally secure,”  
explained Emma Westerman, The Hall’s Ad-
ministrator.  Details of covid safety measures 
at The David Hall can be found on the website: 
www.thedavidhall.org.uk               
Each of the following events will have two 
performances:                                                  
Performance 1 
Doors open at 6pm                                        
Show starts at 6.30pm                                  
Show ends at 7.45pm                                                                              
Hall Cleaning                                                     
Performance 2 
Doors open at 8.30pm 
Show starts at 9pm 
Show ends at 10.15pm 
 

Thursday June 3 at 6.30 pm and 9 pm 
Belshazzar’s Feast  
One of the best-loved duos in Folk music,  
previous BBC Folk Awards Best Duo nominees 
Belshazzar’s Feast start with traditional Folk 
music, add a touch of Classical and Jazz, throw 
in a bit of Pop and Music Hall, and top it off 
with a wry humour that has won them fans 
across the world. Tickets: £17 /£16 cons. 

Saturday 12 June at 6.30pm and 9pm          
Florence: the lesser-known life and legacy of 
Florence Nightingale                    
Written and performed by Louise Jordan     
This one-woman-performance of original song 
and storytelling shines a light on the  
lesser-known aspects of Florence Nightingale’s 
life and work, to question why her  
extraordinary and wide-ranging achievements 
are so often overlooked.  She spent less than 
two years as a nurse in the Crimea but  
devoted decades to campaigning for social 
reform worldwide, advocating equal access to 
healthcare for all, and became an expert in 
areas such as land irrigation, hospital design 
and postal services for soldiers, in order to 
advance her causes.                              
Tickets: £16 / £15 concessions 
 
Saturday 19 June at 6.30pm and 9pm         
Kitty Macfarlane                                          
Kitty is a songwriter and guitarist from       
Somerset whose music is rich with visual  
imagery and written with an eco-eye. Her 
trademark lies in remarkably mature  
songwriting, a marked empathy with the  
environment and a strong sense of place.  
Carried by a clear voice that is ‘controlled yet 
wild’ (Folk Radio), her lyrics touch on  
intervention and rewilding, climate change 
and migration, woman’s age-old relationship 
with textiles and the land, and the changing 
face of the natural world. 
Tickets: £16. No concessions 
 

http://www.thedavidhall.org.uk
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Answers on page 20 

Number Ladder Can you climb the ladder and find the missing numbers?  

? 
 

118 
 

? 
 

56 
 

28 
 

26 
 

13 
 

9 
 

6 
 

4 

Butterflies 
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Tennis Anyone?  
If you have been to the Recreation Ground lately, you will have seen 
the work being carried out on SPTC’s Clubhouse Project.  Apologies 
to everyone, who is being inconvenienced and a big thank you for 
your patience and understanding.  The contractors are keeping any 
disruption to a minimum and are operating with everyone’s safety in 
mind.  The whole project is expected to be completed by 2 July and 
disruption will be reduced once the trench has been filled in and the large plant machinery has gone. 
 

LEAGUE MATCHES 
Stoically our members “keep calm and carry on”!  SPTC has registered one men’s, three ladies’ and one 
mixed doubles teams to play in the Yeovil & District League matches, which started mid-May.  The four 
team captains have worked miracles in rearranging the home matches, due to the disruption of the  
building works, to ensure none of the matches are forfeited. This year, the Ladies B & C teams are in the 
same league, which will be interesting. 
 

PAY & PLAY SUSPENDED 
A combination of Health & Safety and liability issues unfortunately means that the tennis courts are closed 
to the public until 2 July 2021. Updates will be posted on the club’s Facebook page and website. 
 

COACHING 
Our two coaches, Natalie Grinter and Rachel Apsey, continue with their coaching sessions for all ages (from 
the age of 3 years) and abilities, both for group and one-to-one lessons.  More details can be found on the 

club’s website – www.southpethertontennisclub.co.uk.   
 

ONLINE CLUB SHOP 
We are very excited to announce the opening of the Tennis Club’s new online Club Shop, where members 
and non-members can order SPTC branded polo shirts, tee shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies for men, ladies 
and juniors in classic cotton and the latest Neotetric™ textured fabric that the tennis pros wear.  There are 
also sun visors and caps.  The prices are very reasonable starting at £9 and include the embroidered SPTC 
logo.  Initials may be added for a small additional cost.  They make great gifts!  Please visit the club’s website 
and click on the “Club Shop” tab. 
 

LOCAL GIVING 
Like many organisations, SPTC has been affected by this last year’s Covid restrictions.  Despite much  
fundraising and planning, delays and importing issues related to Brexit have meant rising material costs and 
we currently face a shortfall of £15,000 to complete the Clubhouse Project. We have been lucky enough to 
secure funding from both national and local funders and many of our members have already donated  
generously towards the project.  To everyone who has supported this project so far, we say a huge thank 
you.  We have set-up a Local Giving page to help with the final push in our fundraising efforts and  
appreciate any support our local community, family and friends are able to give, so that we can complete 
the project and enable more people to access and enjoy tennis for many years to come. You may donate 
anonymously, if you prefer.  Please complete the Gift Aid section to boost your donation by 25%.  You can 
donate at  https://localgiving.org/charity/south-petherton-tennis-club/. 
 

By Zena Hodgson (Chair) and Pam Simpson (Treasurer)  

Contact: committee.sptc@gmail.com  

https://localgiving.org/charity/south-petherton-tennis-club/
mailto:committee.sptc@gmail.com
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Number Ladder 

122 
 

118 
 

59 
 

56 
 

28 
 

26 
 

13 
 

9 
 

6 
 

4 

Sudoku 

4(+2)=6(+3)=9(+4)=13(x2)=26(+2)=28(x2)=56(+3)=59(x2)=118(+4)=122  

Word Mix Up 
 

Red admiral 
Cabbage white 
Swallowtail 
Adonis blue 
Brown argus 
Large heath 
Small copper 
White admiral 
Brimstone 
Speckled wood 
 
 

Butterflies 

Answers to Bamboozle on page 17 
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Accountancy 
Chrysalis Accounts 
Art Centre 
The David Hall 
Bathrooms 
City Plumbing 
GB Power 
Mike Neville 
Boiler Services 
Beales Heating & Building 
Bookkeeping 
Chrysalis Accounts 
Builders 
Beales Heating & Building 
Richard Bowring 
Carpet Cleaning 
WillClean 
Childcare 
Hassockmoor  Childcare 
Computer Help 
GEM Home Computing 
Computer Repairs 
GEM Home Computing 
Curtains & Blinds 
Drapes Direct 
Hillarys Blinds 
The Little Curtain Workshop 
Drives & Patios 
James Down 
Electrician 
GB Power 
KS Electric 
 
 
 
 

Employment 
Martock Job Club 
Financial Services 
Simply Advice 
Footcare 
On the right Foot 
Prof. Foot Health 
Funeral Directors 
Stoodley & Son 
Handyman 
Odd Job Solutions 
Kitchens 
Kitchen Kind 
Landscaping 
James Down 
Logs 
Kevin England 
Odd Jobs 
Odd Job Solutions 
Out of School Club 
Hassockmoor Childcare 
Painting & Decorating 
Hamdon & Building 
-Maintenance 
Pedicures 
Prof. Foot Health  
Pest Control 
Pegasus 
Plumbing & Heating 
Beales Heating & Building 
GB Power 
 
 

Pre-School 
Petherton Infants Pre-School 
Printing Services 
Wincanton Print 
Property Maintenance 
Hamdon Building Maintenance 
Reflexology 
On the right Foot 
Roofing 
Parks Roofing 
Richard Bowring 
School 
Petherton Infants School 
Solicitor 
Amicus Law 
Stokes Partners 
Stone Works 
James Down 
Storage 
Barnstore 
Supper Club 
The Pig Pen 
Taxi 
Freeway Taxis 
Thai Chi 
Thai Chi with Debbie 
Tiling Specialist 
Mike Neville 
Upholstery Cleaning 
WillClean 
Vets 
Minster Veterinary Surgery 
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The Parrett Plus is not responsible for the content of any advert or material on websites advertised within the magazine. 






