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Please support our local businesses as much as you are able. 
 

Please note that all the information within these pages is correct at the time of going to print. 

 
Copy deadline for July issue is Tuesday 15th June. 
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Ham Hill Plus* Solar Streets is a dis-
counted Solar PV Scheme supported 
by Ham Hill Villages, and South 
Somerset District Council.  It is de-
signed to bring affordable solar pan-
els to your community so you can be 
instrumental in halting climate 
change and become carbon neutral 
by 2030.  It also builds a Community Fund to be used for green issues by donating 
£50 to the fund for every Residential Installation and £100 for a Commercial Instal-
lation.  *the offer is open to all the villages in the surrounding area. 

Solar Streets started out in Frome in 
2018 when the local Council declared 
a Climate Emergency and wanted to 
see if they could band their residents 
together to get a discounted solar 
scheme.  IDDEA, a solar company 
operating since 2007, came up with 
the best scheme and added a com-
munity fund benefit.  The Frome 
campaign was very successful and, 
as well as saving residents money 

and carbon, also paid for half of the cost of installing solar panels on the local Youth 
Club with the Community Fund. 

Since then, Solar Streets has grown and is 
currently running 18 schemes across the 
South of England, including Wells, Somer-
ton, Brue Valley, Bruton & Castle Cary and 
Swanage, with several other schemes 
coming on board in the next few months.  
 

Why is the scheme so successful?         
It’s simple really: people want to be green-
er; solar panels are cheaper and more powerful; electricity prices increase every 
year and demand will skyrocket as we replace fossil fuels and change to electric 
cars; so, it feels good to be a little more self-sufficient. 
 

For more information and to book onto the Zoom Launch Presentation and 
Q&A on 22nd June at 7.30pm, go to www.SolarStreets.co.uk/HamHillPlus 
 

Author:  Cat Noble, The Green Group (UK) Limited 

 

 

 

Save on your Electric Bill 
             Halt Climate Change  
                  Build a Community Fund 

 

 

 

http://www.SolarStreets.co.uk/HamHillPlus
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WEDDING FAYRE   
at the David Hall, South Petherton,         
Sunday 25 July.  Beautiful and joyful things to 
see and consider for your big day ... or just to 
uplift you after 2020!                         
Tables  £25.   Public entry FREE.   
All welcome. Table set-up from 8am.   
Doors open 10am to 4pm.                                                        
Refreshments  available.                   
Enquiries: 07835 949619  
Email:                                           
atthedavidhallweddings@gmail.com  

http://gmail.com/
http://hamhillchurches.org/walk-for-water/
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Ham Hill Dog Show  
returns this Summer -  

a great day out for you and your dog! 

Last year may well be remembered as a 'virtual' 
year – it was how we communicated with our friends 
and family, how many of us did our shopping and 
indeed how we held the last Ham Hill Dog Show.  
However, we are delighted to announce that on 
Sunday 22 August 2021 the event will once again 
be returning to Ham Hill Country Park, with the pro-
ceeds being split between two local charities:  Ferne 
Animal Sanctuary and The Friends of Ham Hill. 
 

We know that many people who walk at Ham Hill 
are extremely proud of their dogs and welcome the 
opportunity to come together with other dog owners 
to enjoy a day of fresh air and fun. We are extreme-
ly lucky to be able to hold this event in such amaz-
ing surroundings and liaise carefully with the rang-
ers to ensure that ground nesting birds on the site 
have fledged and that the event timing fits with the 
careful management of this grassland area. 
 

So if you want to enjoy a great day out, why not 
come and join us? The main show ring will hold 
multiple classes so dogs of all shapes and sizes will 
be able to participate.  The gates open to allow dogs 
to register for their chosen classes from 10am, with 
judging beginning at 10.30am.  The show has re-
ceived fantastic support from a number of generous 
class sponsors, to whom we are eternally grateful 
and so rosettes will be awarded for dogs placed first 
to sixth together with prizes for the top three dogs in 
each class. 
 

We look forward to seeing you  
(and your dog!) there. 
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Talking Rubbish 
 Local Recycling Tips... 

 

 

 

   This month Talking Rubbish is focusing on Recycle More. 

 

Official roll out in South Somerset is the end of June with information being sent out 

from Somerset Waste Partnership now. 
 

✅ Every household will be issued with a 60 litre bright blue bag. 

✅ With more items collected at the kerbside, the main black bin will now be   

collected once every 3 weeks. 
 

The logic is that 50% of an average black bin is actually recyclable! 
 

How to prepare:- 
 

1. The most important thing you can do now is order any missing recycling bins! 

You should have a green AND black box as well as your brown food waste bin. 

Free replacements can be ordered via  
 

www.southsomerset.gov.uk/services/waste-and-recycling/request-container 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2. Familiarise yourself with the new collections. 
 

*Please note textiles and shoes are not currently being collected at the kerbside. 
 

3. Start recycling now. 

Get into the habit by sorting through every bin in your house, every week.  
 

If you have a question about items you are struggling to recycle, let’s see if we 

can help you?  

Email Talking Rubbish at ceashton99@btinternet.com 
 

http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/services/waste-and-recycling/request-container
mailto:ceashton99@btinternet.com
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Moish Sokal’s 26th annual summer        

exhibition, entitled SAFARI, will be held at 

the Malthouse Gallery at East Lambrook 

Manor Gardens, South Petherton,         

Somerset TA13 5HH 
 

Watercolour artist and traveller Moish Sokal had a lifelong dream of visiting Africa 

and he found it as exciting as he had expected. Heading initially to the Kruger Na-

tional Park he was rubbing his eyes in disbelief to see impalas, zebras a few hundred 

yards in, followed by an elephant grazing peacefully right beside the road. He and 

his assistant were both excitedly taking photos in case this dream would end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 
 

In fact it was just the start as they continued their safari drives along dusty tracks.  

Sokal’s excitement is still clear. “I had most magical encounters with rhinos, sleeping 

lions, wrestling giraffes, sparring elephants and even a brief glimpse of an elusive 

cheetah stalking its prey. Every evening in the camp we would recount all the ani-

mals we had seen and leaf through hundreds of photos               

River safaris brought more wonders, revealing an exceptional array of birds along the 

riverbank – yellow weaver birds with their hanging nests, kingfishers, hornbills and a 

giant footed African jacana walking effortlessly on the waterlily leaves. However not 

all the wildlife was so pretty with his boat avoiding grumpy pods of hippos sparring, 

showing their huge teeth and crocodiles basking in the sun on the bank where they 

blended so perfectly.  
   9   
The most surprising encounter came on land one evening. “In one river town on my 

way back from dinner a family of huge hippos crossed in front of my car on its way to 

graze. I was glad I hadn’t decided to walk to the restaurant!” Sokal recalls.  

 



15 

Next stop was at the majestic Victoria Falls on the way to Botswana and the Chobe 

river National Park. Home of the densest concentration of wildlife in the country Sokal 

hired a SUV and headed into the park, ignoring a park official’s dubious glance at 

the vehicle (‘it’s been raining, there are puddles’). “Soon, my vehicle stuck in a huge 

puddle right up to the bonnet, I found myself face to face with this old lone and 

grumpy buffalo whose kingdom I dared to invade.  Luckily the engine re started and 

I reversed carefully out of this puddle, promising myself that from now on I would stick 

to organized safari trips only!” 

          

Sokal continues “The safari trips in Botswana were a true ‘off the beaten track’ wild-

life adventure. Watching these skilful drivers dodging the treacherous terrain yet 

keeping a keen eye animal spotting proved how silly I was trying to self-drive in this 

totally alien environment.  I saw a pack of rare wild dogs setting off to hunt, vultures 

perched on a dead tree waiting their turn to gorge on a buffalo carcass, crocodiles 

soaking up the sun on the river bank just 6 feet away from our boat, giraffes and hip-

pos, whilst huge herds of elephants grazed the river grass in the background.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Africa and its wildlife has inspired Sokal to 

make a stunning series of paintings which 

form the body of this exhibition and this was 

due to be shown last year in his exhibition 

that was cancelled. However, he has not 

only added more to this body of African-

inspired work but also has painted a series inspired by his lockdown walks from winter 

into spring around his lovely Somerset village.  

 

‘Safari’ will be in the Malthouse Gallery, set in beautiful East Lambrook Manor  

Gardens for Sokal’s 26th annual exhibition, but also, in a major innovation, also  

simultaneously online for those of his fans unable to visit the gallery , please log on        

www.moishsokal.co.uk 
Saturday 5th June – Saturday 17th July, Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 5pm.    

(Closed Sundays and Mondays) Entry to the exhibition is free and you can visit 

without booking and paying to see the gardens. The Gardens and the  

Malthouse Gallery are COVID safe.  

 

http://www.moishsokal.co.uk
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Answers on page 28 

Magic Numbers  

1. 90 = D in a R A 

2. 12 = D of J of N 

3. 3 = B M (S H T R) 

4. 4 = Q in a G 

5. 24 = H in a D 

6. 3600 = S in an H 

7. 57 = H V 

8. 11 = P in a C T 

Measuring device 
 

Multiplication 
 

Becomes weary 
 

Fathers 
 

Blains 
 

Varieties 
 

Garrison 
 

Strong suit 
 

Counterfeit 
 

Deep ravine 
 

Shrub 

A Word Ladder  
is a sequence of words formed by 
changing just one letter each time      
eg CAT - COT - DOT - DOG. 
Can you find the missing words?                     
Use the clues if you get stuck. 

TIGER Clues 

HORSE 

Sudoku 

Rose  
June Birth Flower 
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Following a successful career as a freelance 
designer and illustrator in the London area, 
John Dodson, 85, now works from his stu-
dio based in the Somerset village of Stoke-
sub-Hamdon. His exhibition scheduled for 

Saturday 17 July marks the very first time 
John’s full collection of original works has 
been exhibited and offers a unique oppor-
tunity for art enthusiasts and collectors to 
view and/or procure one of his beautiful 
pieces of art. 
9  
Always fascinated by steam trains and rail-
ways, part of his collection takes an innova-
tive approach to showing the power and 
beauty of some of the UK’s favourite loco-
motives, coaching stock and wagon. The 
collection gives a new perspective on a 
fascinating subject matter and has allowed 
John use of watercolour and acrylics to 
create powerful and emotive images of a 
past era. John is an Associate Member of 

the Guild of Railway Artists.  
The age of steam and aviation are by no 
means John’s only subject matters as his 
exhibition demonstrates the raw talent for 
capturing personalities in portraits. The 
results are a true testament to his exceed-
ingly talented eye for character.  
John believes he inherited his talent from 
his late Father whose paintings he has fond 
and distinct memories of as a child. With 
no formal art training, John’s artistry is en-
tirely self-taught and shows his dedication 
to the form over the decades. His work in 
the design industry helped to provide a 
great appreciation for perspective and de-
tail which is captured in his earlier railway 
works and is still seen today in his most 
recent aviation-themed artworks.  
The exhibition will display over 30 original 
art-works, professionally framed and avail-
able for purchase at competitive prices. 
20% of the proceeds will be donated equal-
ly between the Hamdon Community Arts  
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Tennis Anyone?  
If you have been to the Recreation Ground lately, you will have seen 
the work being carried out on SPTC’s Clubhouse Project.  Apologies 
to everyone, who is being inconvenienced and a big thank you for 
your patience and understanding.  The contractors are keeping any 
disruption to a minimum and are operating with everyone’s safety in 
mind.  The whole project is expected to be completed by 2 July and 
disruption will be reduced once the trench has been filled in and the large plant machinery has gone. 
 

LEAGUE MATCHES 
Stoically our members “keep calm and carry on”!  SPTC has registered one men’s, three ladies’ and one 
mixed doubles teams to play in the Yeovil & District League matches, which started mid-May.  The four 
team captains have worked miracles in rearranging the home matches, due to the disruption of the  
building works, to ensure none of the matches are forfeited. This year, the Ladies B & C teams are in the 
same league, which will be interesting. 
 

PAY & PLAY SUSPENDED 
A combination of Health & Safety and liability issues unfortunately means that the tennis courts are closed 
to the public until 2 July 2021. Updates will be posted on the club’s Facebook page and website. 
 

COACHING 
Our two coaches, Natalie Grinter and Rachel Apsey, continue with their coaching sessions for all ages (from 
the age of 3 years) and abilities, both for group and one-to-one lessons.  More details can be found on the 

club’s website – www.southpethertontennisclub.co.uk.   
 

ONLINE CLUB SHOP 
We are very excited to announce the opening of the Tennis Club’s new online Club Shop, where members 
and non-members can order SPTC branded polo shirts, tee shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies for men, ladies 
and juniors in classic cotton and the latest Neotetric™ textured fabric that the tennis pros wear.  There are 
also sun visors and caps.  The prices are very reasonable starting at £9 and include the embroidered SPTC 
logo.  Initials may be added for a small additional cost.  They make great gifts!  Please visit the club’s website 
and click on the “Club Shop” tab. 
 

LOCAL GIVING 
Like many organisations, SPTC has been affected by this last year’s Covid restrictions.  Despite much  
fundraising and planning, delays and importing issues related to Brexit have meant rising material costs and 
we currently face a shortfall of £15,000 to complete the Clubhouse Project. We have been lucky enough to 
secure funding from both national and local funders and many of our members have already donated  
generously towards the project.  To everyone who has supported this project so far, we say a huge thank 
you.  We have set-up a Local Giving page to help with the final push in our fundraising efforts and  
appreciate any support our local community, family and friends are able to give, so that we can complete 
the project and enable more people to access and enjoy tennis for many years to come. You may donate 
anonymously, if you prefer.  Please complete the Gift Aid section to boost your donation by 25%.  You can 
donate at  https://localgiving.org/charity/south-petherton-tennis-club/. 
 

By Zena Hodgson (Chair) and Pam Simpson (Treasurer)  

Contact: committee.sptc@gmail.com  

https://localgiving.org/charity/south-petherton-tennis-club/
mailto:committee.sptc@gmail.com
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We are pleased to announce that we 
are due to re-open for face-to-face 
meetings at the Hamdon Youth and 
Family Centre from the 1st June. 
Girls aged between 7 & 10 years old  
are encouraged to register their 
interest on the website                    
'Girlguiding.org.uk'. 
 
If your daughter has already been a 
Girlguiding member then it will be 
helpful to have their existing member-
ship number so that the records 
of their badges and activities are          
re-started and can be carried 
forward. 
 

Whilst we get used to the new Covid 
rules and regulations we are going 
to be running sessions for up to 12 girls 
on alternate Tuesday 
evenings between 6.30 & 7.30pm. 
 
We have a whole host of Unit Meeting 
Activities across the 6 themes of 
Have Adventures, Express Myself, Skills 
for my Future, Know Myself, 
Take Action and Be Well to choose 
from, not forgetting lots of fun 
social distanced games of course! 
 
Volunteers or offers of help are always 
welcome. As they say "Teamwork 
makes the dream work!" 
 
For more information please contact 
Jackie Poole (Brown Owl) 
 
Email:  
stokesubhamdonbrownies@gmail.com 
Phone: 
01935 823606 

 
 

http://girlguiding.org.uk/
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Answers from page  17 

Magic Numbers  Sudoku  

28 

TIGER 

TIMER 

TIMES 

TIRES 

SIRES 

SORES 

SORTS 

FORTS 

FORTE 

FORGE 

GORGE 

GORSE 

HORSE  

1. Ninety Degrees in a Right Angle 

 

2. Disciples of Jesus of Nazereth  

                

3. Three Blind Mice (See How They Run) 

   

4. Four Quarts in a Gallon  

                     

5. Twenty four Hours in a Day 

                   

6. Seconds in an Hour 

                                 

7. Fifty seven Heinz Varieties  

                       

8. Eleven Players in a Cricket Team 
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Plumbing & Heating 
Beales Heating & Building 

GB Power 
Printing Services 
Wincanton Print 
Property Maintenance 
Ethical-Fest Ltd. 
Hamdon Property & Buildings 
Pubs 
Prince of Wales 
The Lord Nelson 
Roofing 
Bowring Building Contractors 

Parks Roofing 
Social Club 
Stoke Club 
Solicitor 
Amicus Law 
Stokes Partners                  
Stone Works 
Chris Bugler 
James Down 
Will’s Walls 
Storage 
Barnstore 
Taxi 
Freeway Taxis 
South Somerset Cars 
Tiling Specialist 
Mike Neville 
Upholstery Cleaning 
WillClean 
Vets 
Minster Veterinary Surgery 
Village Shop 
Stoke Community Shop 

 

Farm Shop 
Greensleeves 
Fencing 
Chris Bugler 
The Fencing & Gate Co. 
Financial Services 
Simply Advice 
Foot Care 
Prof. Foot Health 
Funeral Directors 
Stoodley & Son 
Gardening Services 
Ethical-Fest Ltd. 
Handyman 
Odd Job Solutions 
Hard Landscaping 
Ethical-Fest Ltd. 
James Down 
Kitchens 
Kitchen Kind 
Mini Digger & Driver Hire 
Ethical-Fest Ltd. 
Nursery (Childcare) 
Tiny Turrets 
Nursery (Plants) 
Greensleeves 
Odd Jobs 
Odd Job Solutions 
Painter & Decorator 
Alan Lawrence 
Hamdon Property & Buildings 
Pest Control 
Pegasus  
Plastering 
Chris Bugler 
 
 

Published by Ruth Chant,  

21 Castle Street, Stoke-sub-Hamdon, TA14 6RE    Tel: 01935 824072   

email: info@thehambook.co.uk    www. thehambook.co.uk   

The Hambook is not responsible for the content of any advert or material on websites advertised within the magazine. 

Bathrooms 
GB Power 
Mike Neville 
Beauty 
Hamdon Beauty Barn 
Boiler Servicing 
Beales Heating & Building 
Builders  
Beales Heating & Building 

Bowring Building Contractors 

Chris Bugler 
Carpet Cleaning 
WillClean 
Childcare 
Hamdon Playgroup 
Tiny Turrets 
Chimney Sweep 
Steve White 
Community Shop 
Stoke Shop 
Computer Help 
GEM Home Computing 
Computer Repairs 
GEM Home Computing 
Curtains and Blinds 
Drapes Direct 
Hillarys Blinds 
The Little Curtain Workshop 

Drives & Patios 
James Down 
Drystone Walls 
Will’s Walls 
Electricians 
GB Power 
KS Electric 
Employment 
Martock Job Club 
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